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in their offices, but that he knew of no authority save
that which resided in the king. Far from intending to
reduce the army, he increased it by 16,000 men. The
strict economy of the late reign was in no wise relaxed,
though Frederick's common-sense prevented it from de-
generating into the ridiculous parsimony which had made
his father's court the laughing stock of Europe. It was
soon remarked that Frederick as king showed no resent-
ment towards those who had treated him with harshness
in the days when as crown prince he was out of favour
with his father. Nor, on the other hand, did he manifest
any undue partiality for the friends of his youth, by pro-
moting them to places for which they were unfit. Neither
present affection nor gratitude for the past had the least
weight with him against the public advantage. Almost
all of Frederick William's ministers were left in their
posts, though with diminished power and influence.
Frederick's ministers were little more than clerks. He
kept all power in his own hands, and superintended every
department with the keenest vigilance and with untiring
energy. This system of supervision or interference was
carried a great deal too far. Frederick did all manner of
things himself which might have - been done as well or
better by subordinates, and, if his constitution had not
been a very strong one, he must have broken down under
the weight of the immense mass of business which he
transacted daily. When it passed into weaker hands the
system collapsed.
Frederick possessed a large share of the qualities
which make a great ruler : a strong love of order, a very
clear insight into men and things, great ad- HIs qualities
ministrative capacities, combined with inde- -as a ruler.
fatigable industry, and a mind capable of forming the
most extensive schemes and of attending at the same
time to the minutest details of their execution. To these
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